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Profound Divrei Torah culled from the writings of the
Gaon and Mekubal Rav Shimshon Chaim ben Rav Nachman Michoet Nachmeni zy'a,
author of Sefer Zera Shimshon on Chumash and Toldos Shimshon on Pirkei Avos,
who promised that all who study his words will be blessed with an abundance of good, wealth
and honor, and will merit to see children and grandchildren thriving around their table.
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Hashem Does Indeed Complete

the Years of The Righteous
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Sarah's lifetime was one hundred years, and twenty
years, and seven years; the years of Sarah's life.

The Midrash [x n1173] expounds on the Torah's recording
of Sarah's age as follows. " 'n y7 .N1wW N8N MW »n PAN
.D°°nN DNIW 72 D°°NN 10 DWwI 191 Dn°nn - Sarah's
lifetime was one hundred years... The Passuk
says 'Hashem knows the days of the perfect',
just as the righteous are perfect so are their
years perfect. [i.e. Although the simple meaning
of the phase pbn’nn »n’ is, 'days of the perfect’,
nevertheless the Midrash interprets it here to
mean, 'days that are perfect'].

The 'perfect years' that the Midrash is
referring to, is to that which the Gemara in
Sotah [2"y »] teaches us regarding the life span
of the righteous. N1w D W1 N8N 12 DYIR IR
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seldom find righteous people dying on the exact date that
they were born.
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The Mishna in Arachin «y 9 teaches that one who sells
his home, located within a walled city, may redeem the
house up until an entire year passes from the day of the
sale, as the Passuk says,Dj1 °nnn naw 19 NR2D T 9817 K9 DRI
JNR N3P% MNNXY 121 °an - But if it is not redeemed until a
full year has passed from the sale, then the house... shall
pass in perpetuity to the one who purchased it. The Mishnah
then discusses what the Torah is alluding to when it says 'a
Sfull year'. 1mR »27 w0 WIN NR 8202 NN IMDIR RINWI
N2V 13w 12 12 - When the Passuk states, 'a full year',
it is alluding to include the intercalary month

of a leap year. But Rebbi says: The phrase 'a
full year' comes to give him a year and its
intercalary days.

The subject in dispute is as follows. The solar
year [which is made up of three hundred and
sixty-five days] exceeds the lunar year [which
is made up of three hundred and fifty-four
days] by eleven days.

In order to consistently realign the two
calendar years, an intercalary month is inserted
into the lunar calendar every few years,
making it a leap year. These inserted months

Dn™N
N9DR 1D 1901 R 137,97 - On the day of MY’ Do allow the lunar calendar to make up the for
his death, Moshe told the Jewish people as NN SR those years which fell short of the solar

follows, "l am a hundred and twenty years old
today". Now, it was not necessary for the
Torah to say 'today', [i.e. for the meaning
would have been the same if Moshe would
have simply said, 'T am a hundred and twenty
years old']. Why then did he add 'today'? To
tell us, "Today my days and years have been filled. On this
day I was born and on this day I shall die". The Torah saw
fit to report this in order to teach you that Hashem
completes the years of the righteous from day to day and
from month to month, [i.e. Hashem allows the righteous to
live out their final year until the very day in which they
were born] as it is written that Hashem said, "The number
of your days I will complete”.

In view of this concept, we need to understand why we
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calendar by eleven days.

The Sages understood that 'a full year' is
alluding to those extra intercalary lunar
months. Therefore, if the house was sold
during a leap year, the original owner retains
redemption rights for a full thirteen months
after the sale date. Rebbi disputes this, and understands 'a
full year' to allude to a full solar year, and therefore,
irrelevant of whether the house was sold during a leap year
or an ordinary year, the original owner retains redemption
rights for a full solar year; which is eleven days longer than

aregular lunar year.
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In view of this idea, we can explain the concept that
Hashem 'completes the years of the righteous from day to
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day and from month to month'. For the 'complete years' that it is
referring to, are truly complete, as they include the extra eleven days
by which the solar year exceeds the lunar year, as well as the intercalary
months that are regularly added to the lunar year. In other words, the
righteous merit extraordinarily long years. For on the one hand the
righteous merit that every year of their lives is calculated to include
the eleven extra solar days, while on the other hand, they also merit to
the intercalary months which are inserted at intervals into the lunar
years. For although those months are only inserted into the shorter
lunar years, and the righteous have lived their years according to the
solar calendar, nevertheless, in His Mercy, Hashem adds days to the
lives of the righteous in every way and method possible.

In light of this, we can understand why the righteous don't die on the
very date that they were born, for when taking into account all those
extra days and months that are added to their years, their 'complete
years' end on a very different date than that of their birthdate.
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How Avraham Assured A Respectful
Funeml for Hz’s er Samh
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And Efron’s field, which was in Machpailah, stood.. . as Avraham’s,
as a purchase, in the view of the children of Chais. .. and after that
Avraham buried Sarah, his wife, in the cave of Machpailah...

It seems interesting that the Torah would need to specifically
emphasize that ‘after that Avraham buried Sarah, his wife, in the cave
of Machpailah’, when it would seem obvious that Avraham would bury
Sarah in the cave only after buying it from its owner.

Furthermore, the Midrash (v n") expounds on this Passuk and says
the following. .11221 NP7¥ DN K31’ TONT NPT 9717 777N .0NIIR 132 12 INNT
131 77W% TON Yn3w ,TON1."191 DNIIR DT ,NP T3 971 - And after that Avraham
buried Sarah, his wife. This is what is alluded to by that which is
written, ‘One who pursues righteousness and kindness will find life,
righteousness and honor’. ‘One who pursues righteousness’ - is
referring to Avraham..., ‘and kindness’ - this, too, is referring to
Avraham who extended kindness to Sarah...

This Midrash definitely needs explanation, for what does Avraham’s
kindness to his wife Sarah have to do with this Passuk that says ‘and
after that Avraham buried Sarah’; for the act of kindness that Avraham
did when burying his wife would not be sufficient for the Midrash to
praise him about, as that is the basic duty of every husband to his wife.

We therefore need to understand; which outstanding act of kindness

did Avraham do for his wife, that the Midrash praises him for?
* ¢ o

The Passuk tells us that Avraham requested of the children of Chais,
NR 72 1071 .03 12 11719Y2 °2 193D "NYNY 21990 *Nn DX 1222 DOWDI NX W’ DN
19112 WK N990nn nwn - “If it is truly your will to bury my dead from
before me, hear me, and intercede for me with Efron the son of Zochar.
Let him grant me the Cave of Machpailah which is his...”. The simple
meaning of Avraham’s request of *% 1391 is that Avraham requested of
them to intercede with Efron on his behalf. The Midrash ¢rn"» expounds
on this request and explains it as if it were to mean that he requested
of them to meet Efron. 5 173 18% DR1 *% *117070 *% *NyaD DIWDI NR W’ DX
My - “If it is truly your will to bury my dead from before me, hear
me, and meet with Efron on my behalf to discuss my procuring his plot
and act as a middleman with him to make a deal for me, and if he is
not willing to sell his field to me, implore him on my behalf”. This
elucidation of the Midrash needs clarification, for one only needs to
take a middleman when he wants to negotiate on the price; why would
Avraham request of them to act as middlemen when we see later on
that Avraham was ready to pay for the lot any amount that Efron would
request of him and he didn’t attempt at all to negotiate on the price?
Furthermore, one never needs more than one middleman, whereas
Avraham asked this entire tribal family, the children of Chais, to act as
middlemen on his behalf. Why the need for so many middlemen?

We can explain that in truth Avraham had no need for any middlemen
at all, and definitely had no need for a whole family of middlemen;
when Avraham requested of them to act on his behalf as middlemen,
his intention in this request was only that they be around and available
to participate in Sarah’s funeral and to escort her to her final resting
place, for once they shut their businesses to be available to act on
Avraham’s behalf as middlemen, they would stay on to give Sarah her

proper respect.
* ¢+ o

Accordingly, we can understand what the Torah meant to imply by
emphasizing that ‘after that Avraham buried Sarah, his wife...’. For
the preceding Passukim tell us how Avraham bought the Cave of
Machpailah from Efron in the presence of the children of Chais; thereby
indicating that the children of Chais were all standing there during that
purchasing ceremony, and immediately after the ceremony, while they
were all still standing there, Avraham buried Sarah in their presence,
thereby giving Sarah a most befitting and respectful funeral.

We can thus also understand the Midrash that praises Avraham’s
pursuit of kindness and associates Avraham’s kindness to his wife,
Sarah, with the Passuk, ‘And after that Avraham buried Sarah, his
wife’; as this is the very act of kindness that the Midrash is referring
to, that Avraham went out of his way to ensure a proper and respectful

funeral for Sarah. (M IR 7Y N NWID TYDY Y1)
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